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Conceptuat artist Germaine Koh, of Toronto, used classified ads which she ran in The Journal and other newspapers as part of her art.

...asart among the 013331ﬁed ads

CHRIS ZDEB
Journal Staff Writer
EDMONTON

WANTED — Moffat tickets.

Alive-in nanry.
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A hopeless romantic, who can
make me laugh.

Yousee a lotof wants in the clas-
sified ads of a newspaper.

Germaine Koh sees therhope.

“The classifieds space is filled
with all kinds of desires
and rife with hope,” the concep-
tual artist says. Hope of finding
along lost relative; hope of find-
ing a potential partner; hope of

something as mundane

asabuyu'forsomethmgyonre

ying to
’Ihetesaplaoemthedasslﬁed
ads for each important moment
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tices, graduations, engagements,
weddings, deaths and everything
in between,” Koh says. “I think a
lot about these kmds of objects
and rituals that we surround our-
selves with every day, but don’t
normally think about how they
shape the way we live.”

There’s comfort in a repetitive
actionor s always
there, like the classifieds, she

says.

Koh takes these repetitive ges-
tures and the classifieds and
melds them into her work. As
panof exhibitions, whichrun

in galleries across the country,
Koh provides a daily journal or di-
ary entry of her life that is print-
ed in the personals section of the
newspaper in the city where her
work is on display. She has pre-
sented versions of this project in

six different newspapers in six
major cities since 1995. Hermsozt
recent projectwrapped up in Ed-
monton and featured journal en-
tries like this:

26 SEPTEMBER, Montreal.
Worked late last night. Geo is com-
ing “iflwant.” He's always testing
me, still.

11 OCTOBER, Toronto. Geo’s
birthday. He’s upset because 'm
not there. G and T are separating.
She seems certain. Makes me sad.

13 OCTOBER, Friday. Read “A
Suitable Boy” all day. Sleeping a
lot, finally. Another open day to-
day. I should fix my tire.

These journal-like entries re-
cently ran for about five weeks in
the Notices section of the Ed-
montonJournal classifieds as part
of an exhibirion sponsored by Lat-
itude 53 Gallery. (The journal
will continue to run to the end

ofthe month in the Messages sec-
tion of Le Devoir classifieds in
Montreal)

*The entries are a real daily

record ofher life, says the Toron-
to-based Koh, who spent part of
her childhood in Lac La Biche.

“Most of what happens is pret-
ty boring,” though a friend’s fa-
therdied, her sister and her part-
ner broke up and Koh, herself,
continued to deal with the after-
math of the recent end ofherown
long-term reladonship during
her stintin

“It all gets described much as 1
would describe having to go to
work for a long day. So these
things start to have an equiva-
lence, that every day work be-
comes as notable as this break

up,” she says.
“Ithinkit’sa wbeat-
tentive to the stuff that’s goingon
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around us-—now.”

Koh said doing the journal was
difficult. “I thought aboutitaleng
time before [ got the guts to start
because it really is exposing my-
self and my thoughts.”

At the same time, because she
refers to the people in her life on-
ly by their initials, Koh hopes the
anonymity of her journal entries
allows readers to share inherex-
periences by recognizing simi-
larities with their own lives.

“I like the idea that it could be
about anybody’s life.” And, that
in a section of the paper sur-
rounded by wants and needs, her
journal entries don't ask anything
of anybody.

“It’s important to me that it be
gentle like that, not advertising
anything. That it just be a re-
minder of the thmgs that go
around all of us.

Koh has no way of knowing
how people receive her work,
“butl imagine there may be a reg-
ular audience that will wonder
where (the entries) have gone.

“Iguessit’salitde bitsad thatall
of a sudden these things disap-

pear.
“To me, it’s much like the sad-
ness I seeinthe classifieds, alot.”
Her next presentadon will start
running February in the classi-
fieds of a Detroit newspaper.




