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“The Berlin Wall as architecture was for me the first spectacular
revelation in architecture of how absence can be stronger than presence.
For me, it is not necessarily connected to loss in a metaphysical sense,
but more connected to an issue of efficiency, where I think that the

great thing about Berlin is that it showed for me how (and this is my own
campaign against architecture) entirely ‘missing’ urban presences or
entirely erased architectural entities nevertheless generate what can

be called an urban condition.” (Rem Koolhaas in conversation with Hans
Ulrich Obrist, The Conversation Series: Volume 4, 2006)

Utilization:
Significant for Berlin is how an apparent difficult situation is utilized and
transformed into something positive and productive. People creatively
use scrap-material, occupy under-utilized spaces and tend to be
collaborative.

Void:

“Through the parallel actions of reconstruction and destruction, such
acity becomes an archipelago of ‘architectural’ islands floating in

a post-architectural landscape or erasure, where what used to be

city isreplaced by highly charged nothingness.” (“Imagining the
Nothingness;” Rem Koolhaas, 1985); “Neither those in the West nor
those inthe East are free, only those trapped in the wall are truly free”.

(“Exodus, or the Voluntary Prisoners of Architecture,” Rem Koolhaas, N‘
1972)

Waves of destruction:

Every era of political change was followed by an immediate wave of
destruction. Architecture is memory. Memory is dangerous.





